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By AILEEN M. STRENG 
· astreng@lrisldenova.com 

The sriunH offootsteps on the 
stairs when no one else is 
around and swirling candle 

flames are among the unusual oc
currences Gloria Rouse has experi
enced at Rockledge Mansion in Oc
coquan. 

For the first time- and for one 
day only- Rockledge will be in
cluded Sunday in the town's ghost 
tours so others have the opportu
nity to experience the unexplain
able. 

While Rouse has not seen the 
Confederate soldier believed to. 
haunt the 250-year-old building 
that loom8 over Mill Street, she 
believes he- or something- is 
the~and means no harm. 

"I never feel scared when I'm 

alone in here," Rouse said "I get a 
warm feeling.'' · 

Rouse, along with her husband, 
Tyler, own Georgetown Caterers. 

. They have catered events in the 
portion of Rockledge that includes 
a ballroom for years. That, and th~ 
rest of the mansion, had been the 
residence of Ron and Joy 
Houghton. But when Joy Houghton 
died last summer, her husband · 
moved. Now the Rouses lease the 
historic building. 

During a recent visit to Rockledge, 
Rouse lit some candles in a cande
labra in the winter kitchen. "There is 
no foi:ced air heat in here," she said 
"Sometimes the flames will swirl." 

While they didn't do more than . 
flicker during that visit, they have at 
other times. 

Paranormal i,rivestigators recently 
spent quite a bit of time at Rock
ledge. While the results of their in- · 
vestigation, which involved scien
tific equipment designed to pick up 
sounds and thermal images and 
change!! in magnetic fielQs, have not 
been finalized, theyweren't~· . 
pointed. _..... / / 

"We sat and watched the dle 
flames rotate for about two min
utes," Rouse said 

"We are still reviewing our data 
[about 20 hours of video arid 20 
hoµrs of au@oJ," said Tura Ryail, 
who along with hiS· husband, Max, 
founded the paranormal group 
PEPPR in Alexandria in 2005. · 

See ROCKLEDGE, Page A7» 
See CHASE, i:>i 
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"So far, we have heard 
several disembodied 
voices answering ques
tions and a lot of disem-"' 
bodied footsteps coming 
from the upper level of 
the house," she said. 

The footsteps are some
thing Rouse knows well. 

While the Houghtons 
were still living at Rock
ledge, they invited Rouse 
to spend the night if she 
had an event there that 
ran late. 

She remembers one 
night when she was 
asleep in a second-floor 
bedroom. "I heard foot
steps on the stairs, and it 
woke me up," she said. 

The next morning she 
ran into the Houghtons 
outside and told them she 
heard them come home 
the night before. · · 

But they were just then 
returning to Rockledge. 
The footsteps were not 
theirs. . 

Rouse said she also has 
heard the steps during the 
day, but they do not · 
frighten her. 

"How can you be afraid 

of a noise?" she asked. 
"If I had to guess who 

was going up and down 
the stairs, I would guess it 
was a man," Rouse said. 

And that "man" may 
well be the ghost of the 
Confederate soldier. 

Rouse also recalled a 
story of a woman who 
was walking along the 
driveway in front of Rock
ledge and saw what she 
believed to be a Confeder
ate soldier. Later, an ex- · 
amination of the front 
steps revealed what 
looked like wet hobnail 
boot prints, from the type 
of footwear a soldier 
would have worn at that 
time. 

"When I'm here by my
self sometimes I will hear 
someone knocking at the 
door, but when I go to an
swer it, there is no one 
there," Rouse said. "Now I 
just iook out the window." 

On Sunday, those at- · 
tending the Occoquan 
Merchants Association's 
ghost walks will have a 
chance to do more than 
look into the windows of 
Rockledge. It will be in
cluded on the tours given · 
at 2, 4, 6 and 8 p.m. 

"I believe it's time for a 

!;.:.. • 

new beginning for Rock- · 
ledge," Rouse said. "Let it 
be what it really is - an 
institution - and people 
should be able to see it." 

"Rockledge is one of 
Occoquan's oldest build
ings, and one that is inex
tricably linked to the 
town's founding," said Oc
coquan Mayor Barnie 
Porta. "It's not often open 
to the public, so we're all 
especially grateful for this 
rare opportunity." 

Kristyn Gleason, presi- . 
dent of the Occoquan 
Merchants Association, 
said the group has had 
"constant bookings" for 
the Halloween tours. 

"For people to have an 
opportunity to go inside 
the house for the first 
time is huge," she said. 
"People want to learn 
more about the history of 
Occoquan." . 

For more information 
aboutthetoursandto 
makereservations,call 
the Polka Dot Divas shop 
at 703-910-7058. The cost 
is $15 for adults, and $10 
for children. 

Staff writer Aileen M. 
Streng can be ·reached at 
703-530-3907. 
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·A brief history of Rockledge Mansion 
In 1755, with backing sentedavaryingfa~deto A publication in the 

from the Tayloe family, thepublic.Attimes,forex-· early 1970s predicted that 
John Ballendine estab- ample, owners covered its Rockledge was doomed, 
lished an iron manufac- exterior stone with painted with no hope of restora-
turing complex along the wood. tlon. 

t banks of the Occoquan · Builders used rock fro~ Eventually, Donald Son~ 
· River. Three years later, in across the river in con- ner putchased Occoquan's 

1758, he built this house structing Rockledge, but oldest landmadc and 
on a rock ledge above the the mansion's relationship . worked to restore it to its 
river. . Withnearbyquarryingop- former glory. UnfortU-

1 William Buckland, the erations has not always nately, his efforts were not 
indentured architect, been so constructive. ·fully rewarded; in January 
joiner, and builder who Laurence Barnes and his 1980 an arsonist set fire to · 
worked for George Mason wifeleftRockledgein 1960, the mansion, causing 
on Gunston Hall, supplied asserting that work at the $250,000 in damage. 
plans and workmen for quarryacrosstheriverhad . The fire-scarred struc
Rockledge. · damaged the house so se- ture again became a target 

Severalprominentfam- verely that it co~d no. ~rvandals. Only the per
ilies in Occoquan history longer be safely occupied. severance of successive 
have owned and lived in By the late 1960s, vandals owners has prevented its . 
the structure, including hadstripp~awaypartsof deqtlse. 
the Elllcotts and the Jan- the interior, and broken 
neys. Over the centuries, Windows left the structure 
the mansion has pre- open to the elements. 

Restrictions opp~. 

-Submitted bY Occo
quan Mayor Famie Porta 
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